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CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 2535 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PROP, ELAB, GY 

SUBJECT: GUYBAU WORKERS STRIKE AT LINDEN 

REF: (A) GEORGETOWN 2505, (B) GEORGETOWN 2522 

1 . THE CHRONICLE OF DECEMBER 14 REPORTED THAT THE GUYANA 
MINE WORKERS UNION (GMWU) HAS APPEALED TO STRIKERS TO RETURN 
TO WORK AND THAT PRODUCTION IS GRADUALLY RETURNING TO 
NORMAL. HOWEVER, THE MIRROR INDICATED THAT STRIKERS 
CONTINUE TO REMAIN AWAY FROM WORK. (POST HAS ALSO HEAR 
THAT WORKERS HAD NOT RETURNED AS OF COB DEC. 14). 

2. THE OPPOSITION PPP MIRROR ON DECEMBER 12 CLAIMED THAT 
THE STRIKERS HAVE REPUDIATED THE UNION LEADERSHIP AND HAVE 
FORMED A QUOTE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN UNQUOTE TO NEGOTIATE ON 
THEIR BEHALF. 

3. MEANWHILE, CONFLICTING REPORTS INDICATE THAT BETWEEN 
30 TO 75 PERSONS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AS A RESULT OF 

THE DISTURBANCES IN LINDEN. GDS HAS STATED 42 STRIKERS 
WILL STAND TRIAL. 29 FOR ILLEGAL ASSEMPLY AND 13 FOR 
ASSAULT. 
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4. THE GOVERNMENT HAS MOVED QUICKLY TO MOBILIZE 
PUBLIC OPINION IN BEHALF OF THE UNION AND GUYBAU. 
ACCORDING TO THE CHRONICLE OF DEC. 14, RESIDENTS 

OF LINDEN HAVE ADOPTED A RESOLUTION URGING WORKERS 
TO QUOTE RESIST ATTEMPTS AT DESTABILISATION BY 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS OUTSIDE THE INDUSTRY AND 
COMMUNITY UNQUOTE. THE ARTICLE STATED THAT THE 
DISRUPTIONS AT GUYBAU BORE SIMILARITIES TO THE 
DESTABILIZATION OF CHILE UNDER ALLENDE AND THAT 
A NEWLY FORMED POLITICAL PARTY 
IDENFIFIED AS O.W.P. HAD IMPORTED QUOTE 20 
ACTIVISTS UNQUOTE INTO THE LINDEN AREA FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INTIMIDATING WORKERS AND SPREADING 
MALICIOUS RUMORS. ZHE OPCXSITION WORKERS PEOPLE S 
ALLIANCE (WPA) HAS DECLARED ITS SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE STRIKERS. 

5. COMMENT: THE STRIKE OF THE BAUXITE WORKERS 
HAS NOW TAKEN ON DANGEROUS OVERTONES. AS 
MENTIONED REFTELS, GOG NEEDS TO SETTLE STRIKE 
QUICKLY; HOWEVER, USE OF FORCE BY GOVERNMENT 
WITH SUBSEQUENT ARRESTS INDICATES GRAVITY OF THE 
SITUATION AND BITTERNESS OF WORKERS WHO FEEL 
BETRAYED BY UNION LEADERSHIP. PRESS REPORT OF 
CHARGE OF DESTABILIZATION WAS FAIRLY PREDICTABLE 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE 
OF ANY NEW POLITICAL PARTY O.W.P. NOR OF ITS 
ADHERENTS. SUFFICE TO SAY BY INTERJECTING 

THAT THE PROBLEMS WERE CREATED BY 
"OUTSIDE 

INFLUENCES" THE GOG CAN MORE EASILY EXPLAIN 
AWAY STRIKE. 
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